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HE T N . PRSI S
t e | affably nnd eried:
CITAPTER IS “Hoere! 1 want 1o gpeak fo you™
s e : Intnitively  graspine  the  sssontind
FO e Llle o r this 2 .
Braver or more l‘.t'(-ﬂl.lll' bov brenth.  ToMdx neqiiesesnce, Phillp aprang to.
el Hut lln;» Kilonee, (e invetery— ward the door and uniocked it. 1o
the “‘l‘-"i II'\ 1-].-(.|;1 ey ' rlll' 'If.-llﬂlrl‘ll'.. ktood on the step.  The conatable np
Mo lont g sistor aepect to an ap prauched,

parition formidabde enough ander any
clircumetaneea, Imt absalntely threaten.
g and full of dinger to ote siliated
m& e ot thnt monene

He never remembioosd sesing the man
befere, not that tis pepellont physing
nomy was of o ype to he saoon forgot
ten. A Dbullét heal preominent,
Bltigdshiot ever, 4 sivrang, oroel month,
A linge nose, Lodiy voken—a dartndn
Kirongth in features Je

with

of charnetot

basad by diink and eriminality-—those |
were (he tolkens wrelt legibly on the
conntonanes glaving intently ot the boy
f=om without, |
e rwo gnind ot ebell ofhier for an
rpprecialite tiime. The tanti®s oo wan

nered from Thitip's Cowee 1o It -|w].]1.|IPI'
sl then redded of the open portinan: |
fohm at thin Loy's fect, Hhiere wos in
115 expression an ate of astontshment - |
¢ cortain glopting hewildetment as of
o e who had stpnbled gnnsepres ppon
rome olijort of sach potentind ‘-'1iuo-|
174t the finder coulil hardly believe hl
13 e tene 1le was thinking wender

S, debmting, with hbeself. The gog '
10 oyes secied] to see move than the

Leain was fnelined to creglt

hilip despite his alavn fele that the

Tt Lonrse wns to res
went prying inte hiv o @air
“Hollo, youl™ he shontad
o wantt’

The man grinned
AL b
sl his headd

-t

1 thie fmpertd

Whint do

L

sormed tn |u"
he smldeniy
lvakod down the

e
1 ot w ot
g il
ramd el the entry
Inatantls he swiug rouwd and van
Lol nedeelossly wlth the sjlent alert |
Lt f cut, for the hog Leard no
nnd e simpiy Alsappearad in the
wwhkness, ol Philly, whoe kKnow pvery |
fuch of flhie gronnd, thnt
niost unpleasant visagel spr had nnt
only diveid Inton further ohsenrisy
of the mews, whileh formed a enlde
&nc, hnt alsn wis oither In lils :t-n‘\;m:::
foot nr wore =smething over his hoots to
dendden any possible clatter on the pav. |
Ing stones

Here wis a nlee tlilng, his hnl-lm?‘
discosverad by some teamn or ('I'T"IH'I'I.!II\

ST

fwa
i
1 ot
B

il

iz

renllzel]

the

eknlking In the untenanied nililing
marked out for the house Lreakers|
within o few daye It was ton bad, |
Fio was sorcly annoyed that he hada!
ot thonght sooner of the patentiniitioy |
of the window whon the Interior of 1hni
house was iihunined by a4 eandle and a |
ruddy fire. ITow Jung had the man
gtood there satehiine him% He had
eertalnly seon some ppertion of the eon |
fents of the lnst partmantean, Had he
flso witne<sel the removal of the oth.
ers tn the pautrr s

Phillp's experience a5 a newspaper
vender told him that all London sas
now familiar with his awn personal
gppearanee a8 well as with the gem
blanen aml value of hils metporie dia- |
monds. The swhile stopes. the elimps
of fron are, had Lieown deseribed mimite
Ir¥ br clever fournalisis, who supple
nmented Tsancsteln's o'ani® statement hy
focta gleaned from encvelopeding and
Interviews swith geologl

Most probably this man had read
long artleles atinnt Wim, for the story
wis &nch nx o hirlng watery carses to
the lips of svery ponniicss vogrant qu
the Liu; Tnidaod, the earsful gery- |
tiny Vestawed on his face nid elothes |
Lore snt this snsplelen. Tiad he
changpd enrments  the  grrange!
wonld have known his ideutlis lm_vmul]_
ell question. As It was, the man was
puzzled amd dikenrbed qt the very mo |
ment e was nhout to ey samoething.
What had happened ta canse Lim 1o
run nwar? What hiad he soen or heard?
Above all, hnw inuch A1) he knase of
Philip and his affairs?

‘e

ving

not |

lifs

Well, the deoar waz lecked, and It
would le folly to go out again that
nigh' The housa was ahsolutely un

appronchabile «ave hye the front. Phllin
resolved (o remnin swake until day-
break. (FDrien’'s spade stood agalost |
the fireplace. 1t was w formidable
weapon, amd he would not hesltate to
use it If forcilile entry wns attempted.
Ile wnst sit quietly in the durk, listen
ing for each sound and threatening
boldly when he heard any one endeay-
oring to open door or winlow,

He slghed, for he wis very tired, but
The vigll was limperative,

He drappeid the drugeel and selssors
#id bent agnin over the portmanteau
The packing operatlons might as well
Ye finished now, and indeed when the
Hglt was extinguizhed It would be bet
ter to keep awny from the window,
throuzh which & sndden throst with
an implemient mizht do him an Injury,

He ook hils dlseorded clothes and ar
ranged them on tap of the lnst pareels
of ore and dlamonds. Then he renched
out for the smaell bhandle of Aocuments
resting on the chalr Lishilnd him, in
tending to place them In a Hitle pocket
in the Nup which alieady covered ane
half of the bag

At that Ingtant he again beard foot-
Bieps. OFf course a very few seconds
had elapzed sipee he first canght sight
of the living specter without The
ldeas recorded at such leagth whirled
through his active hrain with lightning
gpeed JU8T 08 the knowledge now eame
that the foatsteps proceeded from the
entrance to the mews and net from its
extremity, while thelr firm regularity
betokened thie advent of some person
who had no special reasan to conceal
his movemenis,

The boy listened hreathiessly. The
oncomer reached his door, pnssed it,
stopped apposite the window, and then
another face peered] aver the curtain,

This time {(t was 0 pallcoman,

For an instant their aves met In mu-'
tnal nstonizhment. Then the polics
man enmé so close that his helmet rest-
ed soulnst o pnne of glass.  Tle grloned '

"I hopa 1 iRt startle ron, ' Lin he.
gan, “bnt 1 fust looked In on the off
chanea* .-

‘I am very gind Indeoed to ses yon
Interrupted the boy, “T am leaving here
tamarrow Just now, while 1 was

| pueking some of my belongings, o yery

nasty looking man came sl pooped
In ot mein the eame way as yon did”

He bncked into the honse, The pollce
mnu half followed] hiny, b= agniek glines
noting the apen portmantesu and its
nrray of old clothes

Last now ™ e guestioned
medn <o e e gines*"

“Na, no Not hnif m

mnonnds ngn”

"o yon
minnte—n fow

onn hoe NHa®
loft the or 1 must
i,  crosseidl the road
catne ot

whore
mews

*Iint e hiasn't

:-'l'.'l'
anil
I =0 short a thne™

na one

g |

AVEIL e 1e somewhere in the place |

6 horrid
urolien nose

e had ARDEATH e
whh He
Jutnp, T ean nsenrs yon"

“A man with n hroken nose! By
Jove!  1'm looking for a porey of that
deseription. A riank wrong 'nn,  Rol.
bhery with violenee and o few other
little things, What sort of 6 man was
he?  You eaw his face only, 1 eup-
jge

The eanstable steppied hiack Inta the
paved conrt. A papld twlst
hand sent a vivid heam of lght dancing
over ruined tenements, (disheveled door.
wars nnd shattered windows,

“A tall man,” sald Philip, *“taller
than you, for T could ses his ¢hin over
the string of the curtain.  He had a big
face, with eyes that stuck out bold
1y

“Tt's Joeky right enough!" eried the
constable,  “Now, wheroe can he liave
got totr He's an ugly customer to

n
made

man
me

tackle single hamded,” he added Lo
neath Lis breath,

“Won't, yon walt o Lit until 1 get
gome help ™ sald Philip anxionsly.

‘he man appesrsd o debpte the
polut.  The pearesy comrade was un

acting sergeant, newly promoted. If
he were sumimoned, the kudos of a
st capture would be his by right
of senlority.

“No" answerel the constable stule
bornly. “If he is here, I will handle
him myeslf”

Agnin his lnmp swept the small aren i

of the mews and revedled no living ob-
Ject. Ile quickly unfasiene] lils beir,
took off his greateont nnd readjusted
belt and latnp axaln,

“Now I'm ressds for him'' he grinned,
“Put my cont inside, boy, and staml
at the dody yoursell with the candle {n
yvour hiand.
out to me.”

FPhilip olweyed. These preparations

of his |

]

|
|
|

| bring him a drink of wnter?

If you see anyihing, J’o1l|

for n deadly struggle appealed to his |

very soul, fur your healthy minded boy
of fifteen bas generally ceased 1o be
a highwayman or a plrate in imagina-
tlon and nims rather at plantiog the
union jack om a glacis bristliing sith
hostile connon.

The pollceman, feellug for the loose
strap of his truncheon, comiienced o
careful survey of the mews. e had
not gone five vards when there waqy o
loud crash of hroken glusa., Tha build-
ing at the ofther end of the yard pos-
goseod o canple of windows facing into
gnother Inclosure st the back, Obvl-

L ously the braken nosed Jocky. unsesn

Nimsell, gad obeerved the constable's
movements,

Realizing that diseavery was immi
nent, he wns effoeting a strategie
moyvemeant {o the rear,

The polleemaon instantly alinndoned
his eautious tactics. He ran towaril
the door of the house whence the
sonnd ecame. It resisted somewhat,
it vlelded to bis shoulder. [ie dlsap-
peared Inslde.  Phillp, after closing hi«
own door, also ran to the new center
of interest, sliislding the candle with
one hand leat it should hlow ont,

Mulck as he wos, be missed the first

phase of a Homerle combat. The vio.

lent Jocky, folled by an upnpoticed '0 his lips.

fron bar in his sttempt to escape, turn.

ed liko n mudman on the policeman, | derstood.

0
. m——— —

diplomney— he pleked up the truncheon
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Instant actlon ls worth a eontury of | mallee wald the constabls,

!

“The witer was too strong for him,”

and brought It dowy on Jocky's hard | put In Philip.

sknll with suech emphnagis that the con
viet emnltted a gueor sort of congh and

The ex-convict hegan to protest, but
be wnsted words In awearing. The |

collupsod Tnply on top of Kig conquered | “sallor* grasped him by the arm and |

adversnry

Then the boy waa horrifled. The two
lay s =il that hie Imagined hoth were
depd
bt guite another to kil man, He did

not want to bha o morderse ne woll ns n | plexity
millionatee, not knowing then the quall-| postulations

ties whieh i 1o form these varielles of
Eriins home are strangely nlike,

ITe gazed at theny ag 1y o teanee, but
relief came when he bearil them hreath-
Ing stertorousiy. At lnst, a™er 0 panse

He piickod vy thd trupeRenn ol Lvaieaqhl
1t alowen o Joeky's havd sinli
that npparently endored annumbered

minutes, the constable weakly rollsd
hit=elf free from the halks form of
his would he slaser aml ant up

LIe Infinted Lis lungs vigorously
bhie mnungd to gagp

“Phauk you! Yon've saved my Jifo!™

ITe presaed hin ribs with both b s
anil gingeriy folt his thesat, He o od
np. TS lamp was still alight, but n
aquantity of oil had ran over his tunie
and trovssrs,

“Tix Jave, boy, yYoun are a brick” he
i, and his volee was under control
agiin

Phillp apswersd not o wonl. s
eryes wern glued on the prostrate form
of Jorky., The pallceman understood
his foor and tanghed

“Don’t you worry nbont him. el
do a steetel all right. 1T would liave
given hlm a barder one than that if [
got & swing nt him ™

1lis words were qulelly  Justified.
The fallen man growled unintelligibly
and moved. With a rapidity bora of
much practice the ofeer handeuffed
him. There must have lbeen some
fense of familinrlty in the touch of the
steel bracelets, for the recipient »f this
delleate attentlon etirred nneasily,

“Yon knocked him silly,” grinned the
polleensan, *“but he will get his wita
hack In A minute or two, Can you
It won't

Then

do me any harmm elther.”

Phillp harrled away to comply with
thiz request. s mind was relleved
now aml with the backwnrd swing of
the mental pendulnm came the reflec.

meteor?
|

|

|

! fienlty and

tion that the least =ald of his connec-

tion with the rase the hetter,

Ie filled a small thy cup at the geuls | i
lers tap and ran with it fo the seeneof | gerh. it was bevond )
The constalile was gen- |{t, s0 he dragged It bodlly alone

the capture,

tly shaking hls prize and addressing
him Ly nagme,

“Jucky!  Jocky Masont Pall yoor-
gelf topether,
Balley ™

“If yonn plaase” sald Philip, “1 wonld
bhe very greatly aliliged were 195 name
not mentlened at nll with referonee to
this affatr.”

The pollceman, SrTiEes  were
normnl ngain, was Instantly impressed
by the bayx's grand manner. 11z pe-
eont wna that &f the men of the T'nl.
versity mission,
of his age wounld
stralght and troly
ment?

“Well, dan't you see, that will be
rather Aificult,” wag the answaer. “It
was you who ld me where he was,
and the mon blinself knows that with-
ot somebodr’'s help I conld not have
arrested him  There 18 no need to
mince matters. [ have yon to thank
for not helng 1aid here stir.”

Pulllp sald no more. To press his re.
quest {mplied a powerful motlve. The
stars o thelr courses muet have con-
splred that day to supply him with
excitement,

Muaxon eagerly gulped the water held
Then he tried to raise his
right hand to his head. Ah! He un-
A flood of oaths Legan to

wlioen

huve
ot a

struck Bo
eritioal mo-

There was no sort of parley ba{w“nl mefnder thickly from his mouth,

ther,

Cursing the luck that had re-|
vealed his hiding place, the wan, an @ touragingly

“That's hetter,” said the constalble en-
“Now, up you get! TIt's

ex-couvict. with fhe frame of a glant, | DO use, Jocky. 1 wan't let you kick me,
enrang &t his pursner suddeniy from | You must elther go quletly or 1 will

an lnner room.

The pollceman had a second's warn
Ing, It was womething, bnt not soough
to give him an advantage  1Te got his
truucheon out, but simultaneously his
psenilnnt was on him with & fernclty
of a catamount. They closed In bone
breaking endeavor, and Lefere they

|

drag you to the sireet over the stones,
and that will hurt”

The man giared dully at his captor.
With the apathy of his class, he kpew
when he wis beaten and hecame snb-
misgiva In demeator. 'hilip, helding
his candle aloft, marveled at his own
temerity In hittng this glant, oxlike In

woere Jocked together for fen fearfyl 8ize and strengih.

| Beconds the offcer of the law litterly

regrotted the professlonal pride wlileh
gent Lim single handed inte this un.
equul stirife,

FFor e was phygieally outclassed, and

|
|

Masan wabbled hisg head and eransd
his neck nwkwardly,

“On ger me that cragk on the nut?
he usked.

“The roof dropped,” was the focnlur

he knew it, and there Js no more un.|TePI¥

nerving kuowledge can cowe to a man

“Notit, I'ad yor dahn, sallor. 1 was

In stiell u supreme monyent. Neverthe- | 00 yer afore ye could nse yer stick, Ye
Jess he was @ hrave man, and he tought | WA fairly bested until xomehody alited
with all the resolution that is borm of M€ Wiv A welt on the skylight ™

the conselousnesg of justies gnd morsl
right. But Providence s on the slde
of big hattalions, and Jocky was taller,
heavier, very mueh more active  More-
over, liberty |y ms potent an incentive

#s law any day, and law was belng
stendily throttled when the pale gleam
of I'billp's candle lit up the conflues of
the ruinous hovel about which the twe
men stamped and lnrched and wrestled.
At the precise moment of the hoy's
entrunce the policcman's knees yleldod,
and he fell, with his remorseless un-
tagonist uppermost. Phillp, ganing at
them wild eyed, almast fell, too, for his
ieft foot rolled on the constalile's staff.
Belug fnshioned of the staff which
founds empiss—an the npluclole that

“Never mind, Jocky. Tt'll burt you to
think just now. Come on.”

But the ex-convict Locume sensible
of the unwonted light in the deseried
honse und slowly turned his head un
til his glance rested on Phillp.

“Why,” he roared, with san Impreca
tion, “that's the bloomin' kid ‘oo found
the di-moapds, [ seed "lm a-countin’ of
‘em, White stoues, the paper sald, an'
bits of fron, too. A truak full of 'em.
'F 'ns one In 'la pocket as big a8 an
L {1

The pollceman laughed, So did Phil.
ip, shrilly, with ready acceptance of the
cue.

“(‘omme along, Jocky You're wool
gathering. I'll get you a pint of codee
at the statlon just to show there's no

This way for the Old  though the effort to spesk calmis took

And how many bovs |

marched him down the yard, saying
aver hig shonlder: |
“Pnll that door to, I'll come ek for |

It 1% one thing to help the law, | Wy cont In half an hour." |

Prillp followed, bnt In o nen of per-
He beard Mason's frantic ex- |
to the policeman—what |
wns fn exira stripe to the Joks nf un-
told wenltli—that youngster was richer |
than Rothechild, the papers said.  The |
smuoll lot Iie whowed In the pollee court |
were worth £50,000-and he had fona
mori, !

It was all of no avall, Certainly the:
constable bad never leard guch queer
reasons advanced for stopping an nr-
rest, but Mason was ohviously dazed
for the time—muaundering about the |
gtory which everybody tulked of. He'
would change hls tuns when he leatrn- |
@il to whom he was Indebited for his
captare

The oy walked bebind them e
ehnniealle, shadiug the candle sith his!
hund. e was 8o absorhed with his
tumultuons thoughts that the fArst In. |
dlcation be received of nurthing biznrre
fn his appearance was the glegling of
a givl wiio saw him stonding In the
arch of the mews caverully shielding
the tlickering wick

He hisw it ont. A elock In the small
lewaler'a shop opposite showed the
time— ten nilnutes past 11 In that
part of London, a busy hive of men gnd
women of the working class, Le hid Do
¢hanee of removing Hig belongings e
fore the pollecman returned,

Whnt would happen if the frlendly

constable Lelleved Jooky Muason's ex-
clted statements?  Trne, Phillp Lad !
no renson to fear the law. tait with

exposure might come other tronliles
Wauld any one advance a elnlm to his
Mr, Aningdon hinted nt sueh
p thing. He pall ne rent for his
house; be might be turosl oul lostant.
Iy—refnsed permission to remove any-
thing except his few unsalable bousa.
hold gouds.

Asouredly he wus in an awkwagd
predicament,  OF couree there wos a
chance that the policenian would con-
tinue to luugh ot the convict’s folly.
Ir he did not, there wanld cortainly be

cowplication. Coutld he avolid them by
any tmeans? Where was theto o sufe
hiting place for his dinmonds untill
next duy? Wonld mother lnspire him !
agaln ns she had not falled 1o do dur-
ing so many strange events® Wonld

her spirit gulde bls footrstens neross
this new quicksawd on wih verge
he hesitoted?

s

A few doors o the lelt wa= (VBrien's
shop. The old man crapt into sight,
staggering under the welglit of a shut- |
ter. (;ood graclons! Why hud he not

thought of this ally Same
precions minntes were wasiel already.

BO0TT

“Arrah, Phil, phwat In the worruld -

“Walt fnst the Jeast hit, Mo O Brien, |
1 have some portmanteans at 1 want!
to store for the night. 1w st me put |
them st the Lack of vour <hop. My !
place is not very safe, voun  aow.*

“Sure, boy, that's u shn
Bx. Bring 'em, an’ wilcon

With the spead of a (i« Litip dived
Into the mews, [Ila carrl | the twol
lesser haps withont exteaordivary dif-
depazited]  them  Behind
O'Brien's connter.  ‘The third was npls
most toao mich o hi a5 the weight
was all In one hand, hiut Le gat © there,
hreathiless with the exortion

He had ta apen the fonreth acd tear!
ont the stufling of paper When filied

thing to

in.

the packages ‘aken feon the
i+ nower to 1ift
the
mews and into the shop i
A pasgerby offered (o help him
“Wo, thanks,” be munngel 10 sayp,

away his remaining hrenth. 1 am |

only taking It ta the sLop there ™" |
The mun glanced nt the shiop - It was

8 mariae store dealer's a plare where

lead and fron aund Liass found ready

sale.  Ie passed on,

“Ne the forehun Uy rar, Phil, where |
dld ye get the dizaut leather thranks
an' phwat's In them " inguime! the as-

tonished pensiouoer 1

The Ly bravels exlled n smile to Lis |
alid. 1 have a g story ta tell you
one of thess davs, Mr. ('Brien, bt 1
have to time lonight These things
will not be In your wuy unt!l the morne.
Ing%"

“The divil a LI, If things 20 on a8
they are, there'll soon be room enonigh
in the poor onld shop,  To thiuk afther
all these years that o martherin' thief
in the war olflce -

I'intlip was safe, 1o rapilly Lhelped
his friend to put up the ghutters and
rushed back 1o Noo % Faen ot he
wak nat quite prepnred far ecentianlls
ties, e ran upstales and anthersl a
fow artlcles Lidongh ta Lia wnother,
articles he npever adenvored to sell
even when pinched by haneer

The last dress she wore, Lor boots, &
hat, an a'bum with phatograplis, some
tollet accessories from the 1iny dress-
{og tahle, the coverler of the bad on
which she died- these und kiudred me-
mentos mude a very cradibic bulk In
the denuded ortmantean

He gave one glance at the hole in
the bhack yard as be went 1o the conl
house for & fresh supply of conl. That

must remain. It probably would not
he seen. In any cuse [t perined In-
explicable

He was stirriug the fire wlhen a tap
gounded on the dewr. and he pollce-
man entered, followed by an inspector,

CITAPTER X

IS is the Loy, sir” snld the

policeman

“Oh, 18 that him " ohserved

the inspector, sticklng bis
thumbs into bis belt and guziog at Phil-
ip with professiopul severity

Phillp met thelr serutine without
filuching. He leaned ngainst the wall
with his hands in lils pockets, one fist
ellached over the pouchiful of gold, the
other guarding i dismond higger than
the Koh-i-Noor.

“1 am sorty ! have only ous chalr,
gentlemen,” he said apologetically.

"That's &ll right luid,” said the In-
spectar. “The constabis hers tells me
that you very pluckily helped him fo
eapture a notorlons hurglar. The man
was hiding In this mews, nnd it Reems
you first saw him looking in through
your window. Whit weps you dolng at
the time?"

“Packing my portmantsan.”

"Oh, packing your portmaptenn®

“Yes, That Is 1t

e

{ to muke rapid deduetlons,

| slpated into thin alr,

Io stooped and wonchalantly threw
it open. s clothes nnd boots and
roma of the other contents were rx-
posed to view. The inspector inughmd.

“Not many diumonds there, Brad
ley.”

“No, oalr. T told you Meson was talk-
ing rubhish."

“Did he say pny more about me be-
Ing the boy who found the meteor?
askorl Philip, with a first rate attempt
atn grin,

“Wonldn't talk of anything else” yvol
unteered P O, Bradiey.

“Tudglng hy the way he dropped
when 1 hit him, | expect hie saw stars,”
saild Phillp.

“Are you leaving liere?"
Inspector,

“Nes, T must. The campuny which
owns thesa premiscs Intenda to pull
thewn down on the Grat of next month."”

“Whnt 18 yonr name?”

“Anson."”

“Ah! T think T remember hearing
romethiing abont your mother's denth,
Yery tilee woman, T was told. A lady
too"

“Yes; all thut amd more,”

“Of conrse. That accounts far your
mianners and appetirance.  Ilave yovo
found some frionds %’

Tiwe Inspector’s  glines roved from
the scivigenble portimantean to Philip's
thly garments, and 1 was his business

nsked the

“Yes, most fortunately.”

“Anybody eannectod with Sharpe &
Biilth™ the constalile pnt In

CRBhorpe & Smith? Who are they " |

“Irn’t you know? Thelr yoang mon |
certiinly dida’t keemt to know  mneh
ahant your movements. [Te hus Leon

hore twioe looking for von I'he frat
time whis—|ot e soe-ilgat Mouldaw
abvnit 4 o'clock, I was on datly in the
mniu rond, and he &

ked me for soine |

infurmmation. Wa enme aml looked in, |

it your door was locked., The man
on this heat this afteruoon told me |
thot the spme elork wos waking fier.

ther inguiries today. s0 as soon as |
carme on aght dute 1 strollead Inte the
mews oo find et If o were gt home,
Thet I8 how T happened to sea yon '
e tareed townrd the Inspactar,
“He was packing his bag at the mo-
ment, sle, and Mason had evidentls |
besn seared frone the window F¥ my
fontstens in the arch ™
The inspector puracd out his anderlip
“The whole thing s perfectly clear”
be salid. “Roy, have you got 8 wateh ¥
“Na egld Phlllp, snepeised by s |
orld fquestinn

n

"Bradiey, he hasn't got n wateh," ob:
gervmd the Inspector. Il azaln ad- |
dressed Phillp, 1

“Where are you going tomorrow % [

“T any not qults anre, but my pddressg

will he known to Mrs. Wrigloy, the
James  street  laundry,  Shepherd’s
Rush.'”

“Ah! The eonstalie sars vou do not
wish to be mixed up In the arrest of
Mason, There |4 no need for you to
apprar in court, lmt In such cases
ns yours the—er- polles llke tn show
thelr—er—appreciation of your serv-
fces. That is 20, Bradley, isn't ft%" |

“Yes, sir. If it hado’t been for him,
I shouldn't be here now., Jocky had
me fairly cornerad.”

“You had no time to summon nssist-
pnce 7’

“1 barely heard lie was here before
thie window was smushed, and T knew
he was trring ta get ontr the other way,
You heard him, Auson?"

Philip looked the polleeman squarely
In the eves,

“You had Just taken off yYour great-
cont when the glass eracked.” he sald

Pollee Cansrtabile Dradler stooped to
plek ap his cont. ITe dld not wish this
portion of the nlght's proceedings to be
deseribed too winutely, In moviong the
garment lie dlsturbed the packer of Ist-
ters,  Instautly I'hilip recalled the
names of the solleitors mentinned by
the vonstable

"Tou sald that a elerk from
Sharpe & Smith called here twice?™
ashedd,

HYeos" |

He picked out of the letters,
opened It and made certaln of Wis facts
befare he cried angvily

“Then I want to have nothing what- |

v 4

M ossrs.

e !

ane

| ever to do with them, They tregted
mr mother shamefulisy ™ 1
The Inspector had sharp ey |
“What {5 the date of thut letler?' he
Inquired.
“Jan, 1% of this year™ |

“and what ae those—pawn tlokers?' |

“Yes, some of my mother's fawelry |
and dresses. 1lor wodding ring was |
the 1ast 1o go. Most of them are ont |
of date, bnt T Intend to -1 will try to
save snme of thom. especially her wed- |
dlog ring." |

Jocky Magon's romouce was now dis
The contents of |
the portinantean, the sgualll appear
ance of the houre, the date of the so

leitor's letter, the bundle of pawn
tlckets allersd conclusive evidence to
the Inspector’s matter of fact mind |

that the ex-convict's story was the ef
fect of a truncheon rapldly applied to
a braln exeltad by the newspaper comn
menis on n #eusational yarn about
some Loy who had found a parcel of
dinmonds !

This youngster had not been favor
ed Ly any such extraordinary plece of
luck, Slmple chance had led bim to
put the police on the track of a much
wanted scoundrel, and he had very
Liravely prevented a member of the
force from being badly worstad In the
ensulng encounter

A saubseription would be made Among
the officers und men of the division,
and they would glve him a sllver
watch with a sultable Inscription.

The Inspector noted the uddress glv
en by Phillp. It was on the tip of his
tongue to ask his Christlan  name,
when the constable suggested that they
shionld exumine the stable In which
Mason had hidden.

They went up the wmews. FPhlllp
locked his door, extingulsbed his can-
dle and lay down on the mattress,
fully dressed, with hls newly bought
rug for coverlog.

Ile wus so utterly tired, so exbausted
physically and mentslly by the sturm
und drang of this eventful day thot
he was sound asleep when the twe
men returned.

They saw him through the window,

“He's a fine Iad,” sald the Inspector
thoughtfully, I wonder what he =
going to make of bimeelf. We wmight
have asked him who his friends were,
but they are nnt badly off, or he
couldn’t have got that bag and his new
clothes, What on earth caused Mason
to conncct him with that dlamond
story

| Nne

| obvions reasons awl then devated five

: THURSDAY. AUGUST =, 1807.

"It's hard to moy,” aheerved thie con:
stuble.

“1 will leok round nnd have a chat |
with Kim In the moriing. Paor Jittle
chinp! Hle's gleeping like o top now."

The lospector callod at Noo 8 John
son'a Mews moon after 10 next morn
Ing, bt the door was locked and the
bird flown 1Mo spole to Mason nfter
that worthy wis remnnded for n week,
but a night's painfal seclugion  bhad
realed the arglur's lps. e vowed,
with fearfal emphasis, 1o “got even'
with the kid who “ahted” him, for the
poltreman’s evidenes had reveaiod the
truth eoncerning 1the arrest.  Thit not |
another word waonld Mason say aliout |
the dinmonds, and far a little while the
Inspector placed hiy overnlght revels:
tions In the category of myths familinre

to the police In their dally dealings |
with eriminalse,
- . . . L] L] -

'hillp awake shiortly hefore T,
He wis cold and stiff, The weather |
was chilly, and there was oo ardent
metoor In the back vard to kesp the |
temperature of the Louses at o grataryl
point diring the night, |

| are

none avarhenrd his direction 1o the
driver. In ahout threequarters of an
hanr Lie lumbered Into Charing Croses
glation without o koul in the East Bud

| belne nware of hia destination

“Where to, siv?' asked a porter whi

[
L opencil the daar for hlin.

“I only wont these bugs to he taken

to the lugegage room,” sulid Phillp
*You bhald Better get snme one to lielr
youn with these two, They are vers

heavy., They eoninin rpeclmons of |ron

The mon took o pill ot the solld one

“By gim," he grinned, Cvon'ee fieht
That wonld surprise anyhady  who
teied fo plek It up and run sway with
n

“Rather™ agreod Phlllp, T am glod
to sny It s nol golug very far, only to
8 Inboratory for nunlysis

He suw hig helangings wliesled nwey
on t hurrow Lefore he pald the eabimnn
Hherally. HMe only gave the porter six.
penee. The man bolleved that Pl
was 8 clerk In eharge of the minersls,
e wus grateful for even so swall g
wUin.

On leaving the station, wiih the re

But his active young framn tlrtlﬁ-k|y:t'n[|rt for hig Togutige In his pocket
disalputed the eMoctd of a deep sloep | Phillpy snw the four shoclor turning
on @ drarty floor. He washed his face | Inta the Eteand on Itz way back 1
and hands at the kink In the sonllery, | Fenclinrel street e smiled, The tie
and his pext thought was for yeak- ; between opst oand west was sevoradd
fost, & proof, if proof were nesded, No mutter what «lse might happen ta
that he arose refreshied In mind and 1t his metear had et Jolineon's Metws
Ludy, forevor

In the Mile End vond there are plen
tr of early mwornlng restantrants, At
of them he mode o snbstantial
meal. wnd, on his return to the motws,
hie Jost not o oament in currying ont o
syatematle senreh thromgh ol porta of
the hotise nod rFard [ any iraees of
the wpeteor which taight have oxcaped
Bis ken tn thie darkness

Al the enrth and Lroken stones of
the excavation there weis 4 fow fr
ments of ore and ttorinde
tuens of the dinmantiferons: matering
not sutlielont, Wil tohl, to 811 the paim
of his hand, it he gathered them for |

ng-

EOmne el

vigorous minutes with O Bricn’s spade
to tha task of flling up the deop hole
HET I

By lawering the fingstonss and
breaking the earth benesth he saon
gave the smnll yord nu appenrance of
thavg  which izt puzzie
peoaple. hut which wonld affor) oo nos.
di=turh.

cortninly

LA 1Y
Ing tlement
At Lest they micht linpelne that the

L G R e oa Tae

iread evidenee of gome weirld crime
Iny In the hirokett uren If sp, they
eould dig until they wopre tireill. Dut,

Indeed, he was now guarding agalust o
st 'lie ],-T'rb- |
abillty was thas Tohnson's Mews waonld
10 #nd became al-
most as fabulous as the i=land of At
lantis

Moreover, he Ll o project dlmiy
outlined in his mind which might be
come daefinite If all went well with
him that day. Then the owneiship of
Noo B dobuson’s Mews, would cease
to trouble him, for Philp
sire the whole power of the law would
be involied to preveut hilm from deal-
Ing with hls mcteor [f onece the exact
place where ot fell Lbecime publicly
Koown.

O'Brien’s shop was seareely open be. |
fore Phillp wad there with his remiln:
ing portmuntenit,

“Arrah, ’hil, me hhoy!
name af goodness ¢

unlikely hypothesis

ENULL Cegsp vxlian

Wlhiere in tha

herin' the

re ¥ @i

Liesmitiful Jeather tiiroubks from:” ask-!
ed the penstoner i
“This s the Inst one lntiehed the |
boy. 1 am off pow 1o fad 4 cab, and |
yon won't see me agailn nnth Mondaz.™
“I"alx, he's o wonderful Lud entleely !

commented the ald man, Vi sor

of plunidler has he in the bags, at all
ut all?’
In idle curiosity he fted the fast

It wnas uwormoal,
Then he noddmsl

nddition to the plle
even Hght In ywelght.
knswingly

A Jotof oulil duds belongin® to Mre
Ansou, 'l Le Loun' Al, 1, the |
Totid rest her sowl, ‘tis she the
fine womaen., [ wish [ Lad some oue as
cllvor as her to wyite for me to that
thafe of the worrnid swho thried”

As there are no sizns In the art of
Hteratare almilar to those whilich serve

wel

wils

O Braen’s shop was searcely open betore
Fhilip was there

the needs of wusiclans, wherely
thoughts cau be expressed du capo,
Iike 0 muslesl phrase. without risk of
wenrying the reader, It must be under
stond that ’hilip bad returned from
furaway Fenchureh street statlon with
A four wheeler before O’ Brien exhnust-
o the first tirnde of the day agninst
the war office

With a cunning that amonnted to
genius, the boy placed the large, light
portisentensy and the two amall, heavy
ones on the roof of the vehicle, where
the driver did not notice the lenst pe-
culiarity In their weight,

The two large, heavy bags ha man-
nged to lift into the interior, one of
them needing all bils resources to carry
it from the shop door to the cab Were
b not fresh and untired he could not
have done it. As It wag, the affort wus
& splendid sueccess.

The cabman knew lttle and O'Brien
lesg of the tremendous avoirdupols of
this inuocent looking baggage. A long
suffering horse mav have bind bhis pri-
vate views, but he dld not @spress
them

Baving goodhy to the pensioser In
the shop, Pullip took goosh save that

wiaa quite |

It wns now n few
he etill had n §
he prosented b
11

Tt wis necessnry ta change his #kin

minntes pnst 9, hu!
ol denl ta do before
1elf nt Isahostein's at

i roore ‘hefors tho metumorphosis
he contemnbnted cotmgHete T
wis nequatnted wth o Inrge outfittihe
aemparium in I it U whileh ex-
wetly snited Wi reqguiretiente. so ha

rolde thither ou o ‘bin
Phseing Somereet (o

e, he recalled
Idnpestein's remnrk ahont getting Lis
lettor “stamped ™ e did not koovw
what stamping mennt n o fegnl sonsen
bt Lie guessod that it tnplled the af-
fixing of a seal of some sort. Thers
wis noo peed to hurry over it, he

thonght,

At 11 o'clock Tsnacstein woulld sither
keap hila word nbaut the {500k o
fleavor to wriggle out of the compact,
In eithar event Philip had alrendy de-
termlned to eonsult Mr. Abingdon

Tle hnd now n hig pocket alout £08
ITalf an benr later he was wearing 2
new twesd sult, Lat and new

He had acqnired a stoek ol
and underclothing, an umlirella
an avercoat, Somoe of these arti
together  with  his  discarded

weores packed Intwo new loath
er portinattensus, on whiclh his inltisls
woilid e paintel by noon, when he
woild cull for them

e puld £206 far the Int, and the man
who waited an him trled In vain to
teoipt him to spend more. Plllip knew
exustly whiiat he wanted., e gdlien:d
to hls programue. e possessed suff-
cient genunine lugguge and ciothing to
be presentoble noywhere, [Te had
enough money to waltitain himself for
weelis If nocessary. For the rest, an-
other couple of hours wounld place it
beroud doult whethar he wius a il
lionaire or oot: for, if Isnacstoln falled
him, Lendon was big enough and
wealthy enough to qulckly deeclde that
point.

IIe entered the Hatton Garden office
us the clocks struck the bour,

Bome boys of W8 aze wight bave ex-
perienesd a wailelous delight whea the

new
hnnts,
linen
piil
rlis
clothes

yonth on guansd bounced uyp with a
smirk nnd 0 refdy:
“Yossir. Vat iss It, sip?

Not 50 Pullip. Ile sltuply asked for
Mr. Isanestein, but Le certaluly could
not Lelp smillng at the expresston of
utter dmazement when Identity
dawnead on hia Licarer
The “Yessir, vil vou 1
wis very fainf, though
uslirraill Lim  upstaies

hils

ledke valk in,”

The office

aa Ul

t dream, for be had been wartied to ex-

pect Hhillp, & Phillp o rags, oot a
slart young gentieman a lLauk
clerk,

Izsincsteln on this
aud acted the sound wan
Lo renily was
He awaited Philip in his privare of

like

lonked

Lusiness

orcasiol

al

fice. Ie seemed to be pleased by the
| ehatige effected n the Loy's outward
appearance., There wus less of bur-

lesyue, less outrage to his feelings, In
disenssing ble sumns of money with o
person properiy attired than with one
who wore the garments of & trawmp,

ool ranraing be suld pleasantly.
“You are punctual, 1 am glad to see.
Have yon veen to Somerset llouse!:™

UNO sald PLD

“Why nott If you are golug to con-
trol o hig capital, you mnst learn bhusi-
uess habits or you will lose it, no mat-
ter how large It ay Lo

“Woulid Somerset Iouke compel you
to pay me, Mr. lsancsteln?"”

“Not exactly, but the stamping of
fruportant documents s o weans to
ward an eud 1 assure you "

“I will see to it, but 1 wanted pri-
marlly to he certaln of one of two

| things- first, will you pay the £5,000
| ns promised, second

will you give me
a fresh purchase note for my digmonds
which will not Indicate so definitely
that T am the bay concoerning whem
there has been so much nesdivss pub-
Hetty durlng the [nst few days?”

It was of no avall for Isnacateln to
bandy words with Phillp. A boy of
fittean who cosuslly Introduced such
a word as “primariiy” iote a sentenca
and gave g shrewd thrust about “need
less pubtichty” to the person responsi-
ble for it was not to be browbeaten
even In business affairs,

The man whipped out a ¢heck book.

“Am 1 1o make out & check for £6,000
to ‘Phillp? " hoe asked

“No; to P'blilp Aoson, please.”

“Thauk you. And pow, shall T put
any wddress on the contrnct note which
1 will hand you?*

“The Pall Mall hotel™

Isnacstein with difionlty chokeil back
n comment. The Pall Mall hotel was
the most expensive estoblishiment in
London, He tossed the check and an-
other document aoross the table.

“There you are,’” he sald  “Come
with me to wy bank. You will excuse
the hurry. 1 bave 8 lot to do bhefore
I leave for Amsterdam tonlight.”

hilip saw that the acknowledgment
of his diamonds appeared to be In
proper form

“Thare {8 no nesd at this momant to
explain to the bank manager that 1
am the hero of the police court affair "
Lie sald.

“Nane whatever.
the money,

1 am leoding yon
and will be puykig vou a




